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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY:  
AIRPLANE RECYCLING 
 
Boeing and Airbus are members of consortia that dismantle aircraft to 
recycle and re-use parts and materials. 
 

JMV aviation, based at Chateauroux airport in France will buy an old airliner, less its 
engines, for, say, 2m euros and by the time it has removed, reconditioned and sold components and 
scrapped the remaining materials will have revenue of 3 million.  
 

Members of AFRA, the Aircraft Fleet 
Recycling Association, extract some 
30,000 tonnes of aluminium, 1,800 
tonnes of other metals and 600 tonnes 
of components from old planes. AFRA 
sets professional guidelines, to ensure, 
for example the traceably of 
components. Boeing is also a member 
of AFRA. �Our job is to build 
airplanes not to recycle them� says 
Boeing�s William Carberry, �but we 
joined at the start because we are eco-
responsible. The aircraft recycling 
business helps protect the environment 
in a market perspective, not as a result 
of incentives but for pure business 
opportunity�. Airbus is a member of 
the Tarmac Aerosave consortium. 
�There is a dialogue with the other 
main consortium says, Carberry, to set 
standards for the recycling of 
interiors.� 

 


