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FARNBOROUGH 2008: Boeing moves into scrap business

By Aimée Turner

Boeing is moving into the next-generation scrap
business, teaming with Italy's Alenia Aeronautica
to help establish a composite waste recycling centre
near the 787 partner's Puglia manufacturing base.
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Boeing and Milled Carbon, the provider of the
industrial plant blueprint, have together worked for
several years on a pilot programme to process both
cured and uncured composite parts on a continual
feed that extracts high-quality carbonfibres.

Milled Carbon, the world's largest processor of recycled carbonfibre, established its factory in Birmingham, UK in 2003. It
can process more than 500t of carbonfibre composites annually using a thermo/chemical process that can handle most
woven and non-woven pre-preg rolls and parts up to 2m (6.5ft) wide.

John Davidson, managing director of Milled Carbon, believes global manufacturing capacity of carbonfibre stands at
35,000t a year and, with up to 40% of carbonfibre being wasted in the manufacturing process, the industry will soon need
vastly increased composite recycling capacity. "Believe me, we are already running out of space at our UK facility," he
says.

Davidson says the business, which produces carbonfibre that is processed by chopping, milling or shredding was
originally approached by Boeing for the purpose of aircraft recycling. "When they saw what we could do they saw the
potential of applying recycling techniques within the manufacturing process," he says.

"Through this agreement we are actively developing technologies and capabilities today that will allow us to responsibly
recycle our precious resources and help meet rising demand for high-quality composite material," says Boeing's director
of environmental strategy Billy Glover.

"Alenia Aeronautica is very aware of the importance of product sustainability, and as the use of composites grows, so
does the importance of recycling these materials," says Alenia chief technology officer Nazario Cauceglia.

The new joint venture is expected to become a member of the Aircraft Fleet Recycling Association, where it will
promote best practice in the area of composite recycling.

o FARNBOROUGH 2008: Latest news, videos, blogs and images from the show

http://www.flightglobal.com/articles/article.aspx?liArticlelD=225581&PrinterFriendly=true ~ 9/4/2008



FARNBOROUGH 2008: Boeing moves into scrap business Page 2 of 2

Spread the word: related bookmark it! diggit! reddit! newsvine!

For exclusive news and expert analysis every week subscribe to Flight International print edition. Included with your
subscription are 4 FREE issues and FREE delivery to your home or office.

Get your copy
at the best rate

Sign up to
Flight Digital Magazine Flight Print Magazine Airline Business Magazine E-newsletters RSS
Subscriptions | Flight Newsletter | About Us | Media Centre | Contact us | Site Map | RBI media jobs UK Disclaimer | Terms & Co

© Reed |

http://www.flightglobal.com/articles/article.aspx?liArticlelD=225581&PrinterFriendly=true ~ 9/4/2008



